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NAVY'S GUNNERS HOLD WORLD RECORDS

LOVISIANA

Phenomenal Ac-
curacy of Marks-
manship Shown
in Tests.

Br PARL N. FINDLEY
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I ‘ rialning "
tha it of adjustment
th his vironment He delights, ap
rertly o appear impervious to any
Fume f emphatic than a cannol
Agta-suprestion Anms not intereat

"herefore, the grand total of men In
he navy ready to ohey orders in Mex-
% s writing numbers 17,860 blue-
Our ! are in the hand f mer
o vt eofficiency in engineermg—men
t tell to a fraction the waste
energy of the dog who turns around
se timea bhefore ) lHes down. The
attle frons. in short, are in the keej
e men who are warranted to
ring ith precision the desired re-
stever it may be—in the brief-
st 1 bie time known to the sclenc
f engineering. ‘These are the days of
1 m guns, repeating rifies, cordjt
iite. and all the rest of the in-

ernal paraphernalia

automatic guggestion teach

ADVANTAGE OF TRAINED CREW
IN NAVY.
sh-American
ships witl trained
rews are botter than ten ships with
ntrained crews—that aller
all, more important than types of ships,
It also demonstrated that our sallors,
80 far us courage was concerned, pos-

War demon-

s Bpar

ited that five

men are

sesued the same qualities Ip the pres-
muachine that their
tors possesscd in the old salllng frigate,

Time has not changed thelr nature,
fowever much it have modificd
their occupation.

enee of the aAnces-

may

Familiarity with gune and machinery
8 the emsentinl element of success in
8 modern battlesnip.

hattles f decisive rtance
of Spalr 1 annihilated

he men 1 he § an the ships
of Uncile na t wit! the 4

f a gle 5 i thi )

of £ h in life

Our shipa did the work off Cuhb vith
the pr n of machins )
shore, and nothin broke down in o
stress of action 't Y ol nid ST =
plete deatr tion th W o Spanish
fls I mplisl n
and a half hour f i emer i
under full head of enm. 1 ]
woke 1o tl remendo off y
the Amer n na hiing md
chilne I'he Spar 1 #h were good

peace

We have 7 neglected manceuve
in peace, Incessant drilling upon tvhe
gea has made | vmerican, Britigh
and French fleets so formidable. Tar
get practica In thege three navies nd
the German has recey the utmost
possible attention Naval we is

no mere matter of luck and |
OUR FORCES AVAILABLE AT MEX-
ICAN PORTS.

The Dictator E developinE inios a
jumping toothache, Becguse 1 tan
may have the influenza or a headache
ar suffer from homesickness right afoer
the tooth Is pulled no assurance Lna
it would be wise to retain the tooth
beeause of that contingency,

Therefore, the following ships are
standing by while the forceps are about

to be applied.

The strength of the naval forces on
the Atlantic and Paclfic available for
use in offensive operations against
Mexico ig learly shown in the detalled
statement below, issued by the Navy
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At Tampice, crulser Des Moines; hosplial
slilp Soluce; U, 8. 8, Dolphiln; collier Cyclops, |
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At Guaymas, collier Justin

At Mueatlun, armored cruiser Californie;
crulser Raleigh.
At Topolobampe, collicr Glacier: gonbost

Yorktown,
At Sallng Cruz, gunboat
Denver.

Annapolis: crulser

OTHERs AVAILABLE.

With wn allow re of 2000 man these ves-
sels could e commissioned to Mesican see-
viee: The North Cweroling, the Washington,
the Tennessee, the Isn, the salem, the
winento and the Castine,

Iiese destroyers are availuble when fully

ronl

manned Fhe UVlusser, the Reid, the Pres-
ton, the Mooaghup, the SNterett and the
Walke

While many of these men an stil-
dents of sclentific methods in gunn .
resulting from th otipet started
e VOArs 4 i hould be remembered
thut there is no class of men on board
a ship with a higher fense of duty,
better discipline or traditions or who
iwre maore apt to acquit mselves
with credit In time of stress thin the
members of the ngineers’ division
according to  Lieutenant Comimander
T. T. Craven, directer of target prac-
tice, Navy Department, at Washing-
ton

Their duties, he sayvs, are of equal
importance, If not of greater, than

those of their shipmates who fight the

Buns It is as necessary for a ship
when called upon for battle, to reach
and to maintain a statlon favorable

the fighting Is for skill and
In gunnery after this station
has been reached.

The hope to see
or to know what Is taking place in the

for as |t

ACCUTACY
i"‘llll\

man cannol

outer world In the final and supreme
test for which a battleship is con-
structed, Without the morale and the
training which will insure a proper
performunce on the part of the—at
times termed—"black gang"” success
on the day of battle would be impossi-
Il

It was during (he

OFF FOR TAMPIC

Mexican struggle |
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Uncle Sam Pavs
Millions to Train
Eves of Gun
Crews.

! Monroe | 1 was an

1 4 going Lo nd

o M o 1o aid the Span

il subduing the revoll Prost-
dent Mo declared that such ac-
tign would be regarded as inimical to
the nited States, and the French 4'd

not come

GUNNERY RESULTS ARE HIGHLY

SATISFACTORY.

To make a bull’s-eve with a2 big navy
gun, with a ship rolling and pitching
ind the enemy under full steam, Is
not edasy, Gunners must have prac-
tice to do this. Our men have tried
thelr guns repeatedly on all sorts of
targets, at varyving distances and un-
der varyving conditions, with remark-

ubly satisfactory sesults,

During the Atlantic fleet’'s battle
tice recenlly the Michigan estab-
shed a new record for the navy, if not
for the world, making practically 3
per cent of hits at 10000 vards with

12-inch guns and at & moving target,

Mind fourteen 12-inch shells

you, in
legs than five minutes striking a targei
which at 10,000 vards looked no largo:

than a playving card, where the polnters
mly a patch of canvas five {om

to aim at and the ship speeding »

hiad
wids
sixteen knots

Night firing—repelling
-believe torpedo

attack
craft,

to whereabouts and represented by
small targets swinging to anchor—how
do our men show up In this respect?
You have to pass the station ship—its
searchlight is pointed skyward—pick
up vour targets, hit them all or be
penalized.  Our men loath
penalized.

mitks unknown

are to

The gunnery of the American gun
pointer almost defies description, and
any truthful account of its accuracy
must make Huerta an unwilling be-
liever, During a battleship practice of
the Atlantic fleet on the Southern
maneuvre ground the gunners made
almost unbelievable percentages of
hits, firing distances as great as
from the Battery to 135th st. T irteen
Lits in fourteen shots at 14,000 vards
were made—a world record,

at

The targets were 60 foet long.  The
modern will nverage per-
liaps 180 feet in length, and this target,

battleship

Contlnued on third page.
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